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Bannerman's island shrouded in mystery

I 1900, when Francis Bannerman bought the Hudson
River island that today bears his name, he purchased a
barren slab of granite that even then had more than
two centuries of history and folklore associated with
it."

And in the true spirit of the mysterious island,
Bannerman added to its rich history by building a
Scottish castle to warehouse his large supply of
weapons and war-related items."

"t was a time when a lot of people were building
Bill Sestrom Photo castles," explained Neil Caplan, president of the
Bannerman's Island Trust, a community-based
organization that hopes to someday see the now forbidden island south of Beacon opened to the public.
"Most people built them for their home. Mr. Bannerman built his for his business."

His business was dealing in war surplus. According
to Caplan, Bannerman bought 90 percent of the
goods left over from the Spanish-American War
and he needed a place to store them."

"His son found this little island called Pollepel
Island on a canoe trip, and Bannerman bought it,"
Caplan said. "From 1900 to

1918, he built the castle that's there today. It was
built as a warehouse.""

Three other warehouses were built on the 6.5-acre
island, as well as two houses and a lodge."
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"The lodge is supposedly haunted by a sea captain," Caplan said. "Also one of the former caretakers said
he used to hear a horse running across the drawbridge at night, but there were no horses on the island.”

10of2 04/14/2000 1:31 PM






