PRESS RELEASE
. TROM: JEWISH PEOPLES COM:ITTEE
1133 Brosdway, Rue1427,New York City AUGUST 28, 1941

CHel sea 3-5787
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A demand for an irmediate re-examination of the use of the Con~
gressional frenk was called for today by Bernard J., Harkavy, National Secretary
of the Jewish Peoples Committee, in a letter addressed to Postmaster General
Frank Walker, This demand followed en investigation by the Jewish Peoples Come
mittee of the sending of snti~Semitic literature through the United States mails
under the franking privilege of Congressman Hemilton Fish, of New York,

At the same time Mr, Harkavy revealed that, in a discussion todeay
with Congressman Fish, who was reached at his office at 111 Broadway, the Con-

probably
gressman charged that the franked envelope had /been stolen from his offices

The envelope which bore the Congressional frank of Congressmen
Fish had been addressed to "The Fight for Jewdom Committee" at 1270 Sixth Avenuep
which is the office of the Fight for Freedom Committees Inserted_in the letter
was a viclously anti-Semitic publisherds pamphlet, issued by the Pelley Publisghers.

Mr, Harkavy elso asserted that Congressman Fish told him that he
had telephoned William Dudley Pelley, at Aﬂ%ville. Worth Carolina, and that

Pelley had denied knowing anything about the insertion of his material in the let-
tere
For some time Pelley has been a fuzitive from North .gg.rolina and
is supposedly residing in Indianapolis, Indiana, where his printing pré‘es is now
locateds :
In his letter to Postmaster General Valker, Mr, Harkavy stated
in part as follows:

"The sending of the viciously anti-Semitic publisher's pamphlet
of William Dudley Pelley under the franking privilege of a Congressman of the
United States is only the latest of a number of such mailings where the Congression-
al frank is used to send pro-Nazi, anti-Semitic, end un=imerican materials free of
charge through the mails,

In the last session of Congress, former Congressman Jacob
Thorkelson made & regular practice of inserting anti-Semitic and pro-~Hitler mater-
ial in the Congressional Record and of sending it out under his franking privilege
to citizens in every section of the countrys. Today Mr. Thorkelson is a regular
writer for Pelley's anti~Semitic and Nazi magazine ¥Roll Call',and in the June 30
issue of that publication he wrote an article entitled 'So They Got Us Into The
World War!, in which all the gtale lies of the notorious'Protocols of Ziontare re-
haghed,

"In the present session of Congress some of the members of the
Congress who are tied up with the Americag First Committee seem determined to carry
on where Thorkelson left offs They fill their gpeeches with anti-Semitic prope~
ganda and then send them out under their franking privilege. dmerican democracy emd
our national security demand that this misuse of the franking privilege be ended
-immediately.

¥I call upon you, therefore, as the Pogtmaster General of the
United States, to institute an immediate amd thorough investigation of the misuse
of the franking privilege end to see to it that no more un-American and pro-Nazi
propegenda is send out under the Congressional franks,"
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Jewish Peoples Committee. Press Rele
use of Congressman Hamilton Fish'
York: Jewish Peoples Committee, 19
handling wear. (#21 1428)

One of Congressman Fish's official envelopes had been used to mail an anti
Sfrom William Dudley Pelley

to the Fight for Freedom C., ommittee, addresse
Jewdom Committee." States that F ish had claimed the envelope must have
the text of a letter to the Postmaster General by Bernard J. Harkavy,
JPC.

ase... August 28, 1941. For immediate release. [On the
s franking privilege to mail anti-Semitic literature]. New
41. 8.5x14 inch mimeographed sheet, horizontal fold, mild

-Semitic pamphlet
d as the "Fight for
been stolen. Includes
national secretary of the





